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GREENSLEEVES
Arranged by John Edmondson

Program Notes:

GREENSLEEVES, the oldest known folk song, gets a jazz waltz treatment and features two
brief solos for the saxophone. It is characterized more for its interesting re-harmonizations than for
any particular jazz rhythmic variations to the familiar melody. The time signature used in most
published versions of this song is six-eight. This jazz waltz treatment uses three-four, with brief
excursions into four-four for the brief saxophone solos.

Conductor Notes:

The rhythm section sets the style in the introduction. Trombone I has cues for the Tenor Sax 2
part and should only be used in absence of the sax player. The main challenge in this arrangement is
balance, intonation and blend; there are no particular rhythmic problems for the wind players, and
the usual Unison Drills at the end of the parts in this series are not included for this reason.
Enharmonics are used wherever they are appropriate, but especially at measure 29 and similar spots.
Check intonation carefully, and always bring out parts that have movement. The change from jazz
waltz to swing four at measure 49 and again at 57 should be one of style rather than tempo. The
tempo does not change. As always in this series, the solos may be used for individual players as
written or improvised, or as a section feature. If an individual player is featured, rehearse different
players from time to time to give them the experience and to have a backup player prepared if
needed. The general style should be one of restraint. Above all enjoy the chart.

JOHN EDMONDSON is best known for his more than 600 publications for school bands, more
than 60 of which are for jazz band and combo. During his 20 year career as a professional trumpet
player and pianist, he wrote libraries for three horns and rhythm, four horns and rhythm, plus count-
less big band arrangements and compositions. When you add his many unpublished scores for en-
tertainers, singers, and radio and television jingles, his total works number well over 1,000 arrange-
ments and compositions. His varied background in jazz and commercial writing, coupled with his
teaching experience, make him uniquely qualified in the field of educational music for jazz band.

Recommended Resources:
Getting Started With Jazz Band by Lissa A. Fleming. May, 1994. 64 pages.
Stock #1626. ISBN 1-56545-035-3. MENC Publication Sales.
Swing & Big Band Guitar (Four-To-The-Bar Comping In the Style Of Freddie Green) by Charlton
Johnson. 1998. 80 pages with CD. Stock #HL00695147.
ISBN 0-7935-7381-5. Hal Leonard Corp.
Jazz Guitar Rhythm Chops by Don Mock. 1997. Video. 68 minutes.
Stock # REH890. Warner Bros. Publications.
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